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Overview of the State Budget:


The SFY 2010-2011 budget significantly reduced funding for early care and education in Ohio, with a dramatic decrease in Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) funding for the Early Learning Initiative and Help Me Grow as the largest part of that reduction. To make up for the loss of TANF funding, $277 million in new General Revenue Fund (GRF) dollars were put toward early childhood priorities.  Even with these new GRF funds, Ohio’s early childhood budget was cut by $281 million over the biennium. Funding for ELI and Early Childhood Mental Health Treatment programs was completely eliminated. The child care program was restructured to reduce eligibility and the reimbursement rate for providers, while maintaining the definitions of hourly care. Help Me Grow received a 40 percent reduction in funding and was restructured to focus on low-income, first-time parents and achieve standardization of the Help Me Grow model statewide. Finally, full-day kindergarten was made available to every kindergarten student in Ohio, with a one-year transition in SFY 2010 for districts to prepare for this shift. 





The Impact of Your Advocacy!


Special thanks go to the Tru-Mah-Col advocates, for your great work during this difficult budget process.  Statewide, over 3,000 letters and 1,000 calls were made to the legislature and Governor’s office.  Without this advocacy, we believe that programs such as public preschool and Help Me Grow could have been completely eliminated. 





What’s next?


The next coordinating committee meeting is August 18th at 2:00 pm at the State Support Team Region 5, Eastwood Mall in Niles.  Please continue to submit letters to the editor regarding how the state budget impacts your program.  The Campaign to Protect Ohio’s Future needs your help to document the devastating effects of state cuts on early care and education services.   Please visit this link to take a short survey to share what your organization is experiencing. � HYPERLINK "http://tiny.cc/yHSOn" �http://tiny.cc/yHSOn�  The Center for Community Solutions will host a series of budget briefings across the state to continue to develop a network of human service representatives knowledgeable about the budget process.  Additional information will be sent in the next few weeks regarding these briefings.    
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Columbiana County Step Up to Quality Star Rated Programs





Three Star


Cherished Children’s School Age Program – Lisbon


East Palestine Head Start





Two Star


Calcutta Head Start Center


Cherished Children – Lisbon


East Liverpool Head Start


Lisbon Head Start Center


New Waterford Head Start


Salem Head Start Center


Salineville Head Start Center





One Star


Cherished Children – Calcutta


Wellsville Head Start Center











Congratulations to Tru-Mah-Col AEYC Board Member Iva Flowers on the birth of her son!  


We welcome Ari James Flowers born on August 11, 2009!











Hello Everyone!  The summer is winding down…have you enjoyed it?  I hope you have been able to relax by the pool, or even in a tropical destination, and spend time with your families.  As the summer ends, a new school year will soon be upon us.


With the hard-hitting budget cuts this year, we will be challenged as a profession to continue to grow and hold on to the hard ground breaking work that has been achieved and advocated for in our field.  Across the nation and in every state, for the past hundred years in good times and in bad, we have perfected the art of working together to solve problems.  And today, working together is more important than ever.


Back to affiliate business, it is with great pleasure we would would like to announce that after more than a year of preparation we are in the final stages of our Strategic Planning process.  A special thanks to all of the committee members who donated their time, and worked so hard to help us accomplish this huge undertaking.  Tru-Mah-Col AEYC is scheduling our annual Meet and Greet event where you will have the opportunity to hear these new plans and have the opportunity to get involved.  Mark your calendars for Tuesday, October 13.  


With that said, enjoy the rest of your summer.  I’ll see you soon.


Teresa Furniss, President, Tru-Mah-Col AEYC 
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A Letter from the President





Trumbull County Step Up to Quality Star Rated Programs





One Star


A Sense of Wonder


Bristol Head Start


Cuddle, Hugs & Kisses


Hope Children’s Academy


Kidz by the Riverside


Kidz Kastle


Kinsman Head Start


St. Rose ‘Sunny Days’


The Learning Express Preschool


Trumbull Southeast Head Start


West Center Day Start





























Congratulations to Our CDA Scholars





Christina Crish


Bonnie Fairbanks


Tricia MacConney


Connie Ramierez





Meet and talk with other administrators and learn about key issues affecting child care centers in your community and across the state.  Meetings are held from 12:30-2:30pm.  Join us for these upcoming free luncheons:





Trumbull County— 2nd Thursday of each month	Mahoning County—4th Thursday of each month


 State Support Team Region 5			Mahoning County Educational Service Center


 5555 Youngstown Warren Rd., Unit 696		100 DeBartolo Place


 Niles, OH  44446					Boardman, OH  44512





August 13                 Leadership			August 27                 Leadership


September10            School Readiness		September24             School Readiness	    


October 8                 Mental Health			October 22                Mental Health


November 12            topic TBA			November 12*           topic TBA


December 10            topic TBA			December 10*           topic TBA


                          


*only one luncheon is schedule in Nov and Dec due to the holidays.  Please join us in Trumbull County.





Contact Teresa Furniss to RSVP or for more information:  330-501-2953 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:teresafurniss@sbcglobal.net" �teresafurniss@sbcglobal.net�. 









































































































































Try These Techniques with Children You Find Challenging





Welcome new children and families. Use phone calls, greeting meetings, positive notes home, conferences, and even home visits to let the family and the child know you welcome them as members of the classroom community. When children begin to have conflicts, working with parents you know is preferable to coping with parents you have not yet developed a relationship with.





Use contact talks. Contact talks are moments of quality time outside of conflict situations between the teacher and individual child. The teacher finds the time and makes the talks happen by becoming a willing, active listener. Through regular talks, the teacher gets to know the child and the child gets to know the teacher. Trust builds and conflicts become less severe. Finding quality time upon arrival can really reduce conflicts during the day.





Offer compliment sandwiches. With the child and the family, use the coaching technique of compliment sandwiches to show you are working with—and not against—them:


Compliment: Clearly recognize efforts and progress the child has shown.


Behavior: Address a challenging behavior and direct the child or family to a specific alternative behavior the child can use next time.


Compliment: Again, comment on the child’s effort and progress. Watch for signs of progress you can continue to acknowledge.





Keep interventions private and respectful. Embarrassment can result in lifelong, emotionally painful memories. Move to the conflict so you can address the situation privately. Compose yourself, then help the child to calm down. Keep your voice low and be firm and friendly, not firm and harsh. Ask the child to share his view of what happened. Respect his feelings and perceptions. Teach a specific alternative behavior the child can use next time. Have him repeat back to you the behavior to use. Do not force an apology, but ask the child what he can do to help the other person feel better.





Build your own support system. It is okay to discuss (and vent) your frustrations with trusted others, as long as you do not use real names and everyone understands that the information shared is confidential. Remember that the purpose is not to reinforce negative attitudes about the child but to lessen your own anger and frustration.  After honest venting, children sometimes don’t seem so challenging. 





Engage others in using a comprehensive approach. Involve the family, classroom staff, nonclassroom personnel, and outside professionals in developing a comprehensive plan. Implement, review, and modify the plan as needed. Respecting issues of personal dignity and confidentiality, a plan sometimes might include classmeetings to help other children understand or conferences with parents to explain your


approach. (This is a tough decision; give it thought.) Only after comprehensive approach strategies are fully tried should the team discuss the future of the child in your class. (A comprehensive approach may bring together the resources you need to make expulsion unnecessary.)





Mahoning Valley NAEYC Accredited Programs


St. Rose ‘Sunny Days’


Bear Hugs Child Care & Nursery School


Boardman United Methodist Preschool


Choffin Learning Center


Lake Milton Learning Center


St. Paul’s Child Care Center


Cherished Children - Lisbon








In an effort to continue to focus on raising quality in early care and education in the Mahoning Valley, Tru-Mah-Col AEYC would like to recognize programs and individuals in Trumbull, Mahoning, and Columbiana Counties for their work in improving the quality of care for our youngest citizens.  			This past year, Tru-Mah-Col AEYC for the first time partnered with the Mahoning County Educational Service Center and Ohio State Extension, Trumbull County to provide a scholarship program to 25 individuals in Trumbull and Mahoning Counties to obtain their Child Development Associate (CDA) credential free of charge.  The scholarship was made possible through generous funding by the Raymond John Wean Foundation and we are pleased to present the individuals who have already received word that they have been awarded their CDA credential.  We await the news as more scholarship winners are awarded their CDA and we will feature them in future publications.


We would also like to recognize all of the NAEYC Accredited programs and Step Up to Quality Star Rated programs in Trumbull, Mahoning and Columbiana Counties.  These programs have achieved NAEYC Accreditation or a Step Up to Quality star rating as of August 1, 2009.  Please check our website for updates as more programs in the Mahoning Valley achieve these quality benchmarks.
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Lunch n’ Learn Series for Administrators





SAVE THE DATE!  Regional Leadership Conference for Early Childhood Administrators – October 29, 2009





Mahoning County Step Up to Quality Star Rated Programs





Two Star


St. Paul’s Child Care Center





One Star


Austintown Day Care & Learning Center


Child Development Center at the J


Creative Corner Learning Center


Eagle’s Christian Preschool & Childcare


Hopes & Dreams Preschool & Daycare


Millcreek Children’s Center


Nana’s Nest Child Care Center


Poland-Boardman Child Care Center


Potential Development


Renaissance Learning Center


Super Kids Child Care Center


Wee Care Day Care & Learning Centre


Youngstown Christian Preschool & Daycare
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Eastern Gateway Community College, authorized by the Ohio General Assembly in July 2009, now serves Trumbull, Mahoning, Columbiana, and Jefferson counties in eastern Ohio and the Mahoning Valley. Eastern Gateway makes community college education accessible and affordable by integrating the College into all aspects of the community. 


	Classes begin in August! Students may take college classes from the comfort of their own home, on their own time, using the Internet. Learners in all four counties will be able to interact with one another through video conferencing without leaving their own community. And, traditional classes are being offered through use of existing facilities to help keep the cost of a college education down. To start, a total of six locations will be serving students including a learning center located on the border of Trumbull and Mahoning counties, the four career and technical centers within the Mahoning Valley, and classes will be offered on the Jefferson County Campus of Eastern Gateway. 


	Partnerships are the foundation upon which Eastern Gateway has been established. The College is using its own programs and borrowing existing community college programs that meet higher education standards to save time and money associated with the development and delivery of new programs. Through Eastern Gateway, a variety of well established and industry-accredited community college programs are available to residents of eastern Ohio and the Mahoning Valley. 


	In addition to partnerships with other community colleges, Eastern Gateway works closely with local universities so credits from a two-year degree are easily transferable to a bachelor or graduate degree. The College is sharing teaching and learning resources like joint faculty appointments, shared student services, and information technology infrastructure with Youngstown State University. Dual enrollment across colleges and universities is available to avoid multiple application and admission processes. 


	Eastern Gateway Community College is your path to a better future. To find out more, call 800-682-6553 x 236 for all of your enrollment service needs, including admissions, registration, advising and counseling or visit www.easterngatewaycc.com. 





Access to Teacher Education - CDA to Early Childhood


The ACCESS to Teacher Education Program at Eastern Gateway Community College


An Accelerated CDA to Teacher Education (AA) in Early Childhood, Middle Childhood or Intervention Specialist Programs


This program prepares graduates to pursue careers in childcare centers, preschools, elementary middle and secondary schools.  Graduates of the Teacher Education Program will meet the licensing requirements for an administrator as specified by the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services Licensing rule and meet the Ohio Department of Education requirements for an Educational Paraprofessional License in grades PK-12.  Candidates will also have the applicable educational background to transfer into baccalaureate programs in Early Childhood (PK-3), Middle Childhood (4-9), or Intervention Specialist (Special Education).








Check out our new job posting link on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.trumahcolaeyc.org" �www.trumahcolaeyc.org�!











Focus on Quality



































Healthy Start – A Free or Low Cost Health Insurance Option





 “Tools for Teachers” Early Childhood Conference Set For October 9 in Columbiana County

















Healthy Start is a free or low cost health insurance option for working families.  Here is some information about the program:





Healthy Start is a Medicaid program designed for working families.


It provides free and low-cost health coverage to children and pregnant women who meet certain age and income guidelines.


Healthy Start covers children and pregnant women up to 200% of the federal poverty level.


Healthy Start is not a “welfare” program.  Eligibility for healthcare coverage under Healthy Start is not linked to cash assistance programs.





There are approximately 7,000 children in the Mahoning Valley that are not insured.  Please help get the word out to families.  For more information, please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.kidshealthohio.org" �www.kidshealthohio.org� or contact the Mahoning Valley Covering Kids and Families Coalition by calling Brenda at (330) 743-1168.





Community Action Agency of Columbiana County, Inc. Head Start Program, in collaboration with Kent State Salem Campus is hosting an Early Childhood Conference.  The theme for the conference is “Tools for Teachers” and will be held on Friday, October 9, 2009 at the Kent State City Center building in Salem from 8:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.  In addition to the educational sessions, highlights of the day will include a continental breakfast, a keynote speaker, and exhibitors.  Registration is free and limited to the first 100 participants.  For more information on the conference, please contact Pat Lehnhardt at 330-424-7221 ext. 302 or Melissa Roberts at 330-424-7221, ext. 304.


August 27 – Mahoning County Administrator Lunch n’ Learn Series, Mahoning County Educational Service Center


September 10 – Trumbull County Lunch n’ Learn Administrator Meeting State Support Team Region 5


September 24 – Mahoning County Lunch n’ Learn Administrator Meeting , Mahoning County Educational Service Center


September 26 – Early Childhood Literature Conference, Mahoning County Educational Service Center


October 8 – Trumbull County Lunch n’ Learn Administrator Meeting, State Support Team Region 5


October 9 – Columbiana County Early Childhood Conference, Kent State Salem


October 13 – Tru-Mah-Col AEYC ‘Meet and Greet the New Board of Directors”


October 22 – Mahoning County Lunch n’ Learn Administrator Meeting, Mahoning County Educational Service Center


October 29 – Regional Leadership Conference for Early Childhood Administrators





Visit our website for event updates and announcements!








The Mahoning County Educational Service Center, the Northeast Ohio Regional Library System and Tru-Mah-Col AEYC are sponsoring the 15th Annual Early Childhood Literature Conference, Literature for Children Birth through Age 8, on Saturday, September 26, 2009 at the Mahoning County Educational Service Center.												The conference will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. and will feature Author and Illustrator, Ian Schoenherr and Sue McCleaf Nespeca of the Northeast Ohio Regional Library System.  The cost for the conference is $15.00 and fees include a box lunch.  Participants will receive ODJFS in-service hours and the training is Step Up to Quality approved.  The registration deadline is September 18, 2009.			For more information about the event, please contact Nancy Stallsmith at 330-542-2510 or Melissa Lattanzi at 330-847-7744 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:lattanzm@neo-rls.org" �lattanzm@neo-rls.org�.  You can also visit Tru-Mah-Col AEYC’s website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.trumahcolaeyc.org" �www.trumahcolaeyc.org� to download the registration form.  








15th Annual Early Childhood Literature Conference to be Held September 26


























Upcoming Events








Tru-Mah-Col AEYC


P.O. Box 76


Girard, OH  44420





President:   Teresa Furniss


President-Elect: Diana Lyon


Past President: Judy Miller


Vice President: Mary Beth Bush


Secretary:  Dotti Siegel


Treasurer:  Mary Alice Boyd


Administrative Coordinator: 


Lora Comichisto
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Tru-Mah-Col AEYC


Executive Committee-Board of Directors





























We’re on the Web!


Visit us at:


www.trumahcolaeyc.org
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