TRU-MAH-COL AEYC
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

March 8, 2011

Present: Christine Bero, Mary Alice Boyd, Mary Beth Bush, Debbie Demyen, Teresa Furniss, Carol Hawkins, Virginia Hill, Ken Lloyd, Dotti Siegel.  Excused: Diana Lyon, Nancy Stallsmith, Tsung-hui Tu.

The meeting was held in the offices of the Mahoning County Educational Service Center and was called to order by Vice President Mary Beth Bush.

Motion prevailed to accept the minutes of the January 24, 2011 meeting, as presented.

Mary Alice Boyd reported the account totals of checking and CD.  Motion to accept the report was made by Debbie Demyen and seconded by Carol  Hawkins.  A motion was made by Carol Hawkins and seconded by Ginny Hill to move the money currently in CD’s, when they come due, to a money market account for easier liquidity.

Committee Reports

Professional Development Committee: It was reported that the Institute on April 9, 2011 has been Step Up approved.  The flyers will be sent out on March 10 or 11 to approximately 700 recipients, 500 of whom are present and past members and 200 to centers.  This information will also be posted on the website.  The Institute will be held at the Mahoning County Career and Technical Center with registration beginning at 8:30am.  There will be two sessions (one hour and two hour) beginning at 9:30.  Breakfast will be served between 8:30 and 9:30 and a break from 10:30-11:00 for a snack and viewing vendor/resource material.  The speaker for both sessions is Dr. Marcy Guddemi.  The Institute will end at 1:00pm following the two hour session.  It was noted that signs need to be placed at the school to direct participants to the correct entry.
Resource Committee: Ginny Hill and co-chair Mara Mathy reported that they are trying to find someone to catalog the books and videos so a list can be available online for the membership.  The resource center is open to the membership on the 4th Thursday of the month at SSTR5 from 6:00-8:30.  Kits in Pre-K – 4th grade curriculum areas are being shared with the membership.  Ginny and Mara are also working on involving those not interested in the resource center by doing a book study (reading and discussing subjects pertinent to early childhood).  They still have problems to work out in this area.
Advocacy Committee:  Tru-Mah-Col along with groundWork is sponsoring an Advocacy Training on March 23, 2011 at SSTR5 from 6:00-8:00.  Susan Blasko from groundWork will lead the training.

Teresa Furniss distributed a summary of points discussed at the collaboration training meeting on February 12, 2011 with Danette Lund.  Danette will return in May for a follow up training with the possibility of having a late fall Insitute.

It was reported that 50 members attended the General Membership meeting on February 22.2011 at the Austintown Library.  Kirk Noden from the Mahoning Valley Organizing Collaborative and Susan Blasko from groundWork spoke to members about the upcoming state budget and its possible effects on early childhood programs.
Teresa Furniss reported on the OAEYC Leadership Council meeting in Columbus.  She spoke of the brainstorming that took place and the need to get people involved and empowering members.  Affiliates need to meet and work together.

Old Business

As of this time, no decision has been made concerning the new Tru-Mah-Col logo.  None of the designs presented so far have met with the Board’s approval.

New Business

An Ad Hoc Committee to find candidates for President of Tru-Mah-Col was approinted – Ken Lloyd, Christine Bero, Mary Beth Bush.

Teresa reported that our financial consultant, Walter Malippa, recommends that instead of a yearly audit, that a financial review should be adequate.  He is also willing to help with the budget and grants that are less restrictive.  Motion prevailed to direct Teresa to draft a letter to the Wean Foundation and request a reallocation of funds from an audit to a review (with a quote of $2300) and the remainder of the money be used to compensate the financial consultant.
It was also noted that our website needs to be redone.  It was suggested that we find a web designer to set up the site and then be able to maintain it ourselves, without the need for a web master.

A motion to adjourn was made by Debbie Demyen and seconded by Chris Bero.  The meeting adjourned at 8:00.

Respectfully submitted,

Dotti Siegel
