TRU-MAH-COL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MEET AND GREET GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Austintown Public Library

October 13, 2009

Board members present: Teresa Furniss, Iva Flowers, Michael Gallagher, Ginny Hill, Diana Lyon, Judy Miller Mary Beth Bush, Dotti Siegel, Mary Alice Boyd, Christine Bero, Keri DeJulio, Debbie Demyen, Carol Hawkins.  Absent: Ken Lloyd, Nancy Stallsmith, Tsunghui Tu.  Also present were Administrative Coordinator, Lora Comichisto,  Financial Consultant, Wendy Saul, Strategic Planning Consultant, Janus Small, and Janet Weisberg representing the Raymond John Wean Foundation.

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 by President, Teresa Furniss.  Teresa welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked that each member fill out the surveys included in their folder and return them before leaving.  She introduced the Board members and staff present.

Janet Weisberg from the Wean Foundation spoke to the membership concerning the foundation’s connection to Tru-Mah-Col and how this connection helped them become involved in supporting quality Early Childhood Education.  She commended Tru-Mah-Col on the respect they have statewide as an affiliate and noted that Teresa is serving on the Governor’s Advisory Council.

President-Elect, Diana Lyon, reviewed the revised By-Laws that were changed to reflect the new Board structure.  They are aligned with NAEYC and OAEYC By-Laws.  The old Constitution was combined with the By-laws to avoid duplication of information.  A motion was made by Mara Mathy and seconded by Carol Hawkins to accept the revised By-Laws.  Motion prevailed.

Teresa urged both members and non-members to visit the committee tables following the meeting to learn more about how they can get involved in Tru-Mah-Col.  They will have the opportunity to sign-up to serve on a Programming Committee: Membership, Professional Development, Resources, and Advocacy.

Teresa introduced Janus Small who gave a re-cap of the Strategic Planning process that started a year ago.  The Board took into account the needs and interest of the general membership (“Community of Educators”) that were expressed in November of 2008 as well as through member surveys.  Through these needs and interests along with a desire of the members to be more involved, the new structure of the Board of Directors was conceived and approved by the Governing Board.  She asked that members be patient while we all settle into the new structure.

The meeting adjourned at 7:30.

Respectfully submitted,

Dotti Siegel

